DEAF CONNECTIONS May 2010 Mission Update

DEVELOPING PARTNERSHIPS TO RELEASE THE POTENTIAL OF ISOLATED DEAF PEOPLE G OOd n eWS .

A Aliocesignlanguage workshop attendance
averages 50+. YWARfrua supports workshops
providing base truck. Fellow staff also join.

A Passion of the Christ film watched by over 20
localdeaf. Wediscussed theimany questions
the following day.

A AruaTown Library staff comment on how
Ugandan Sigianguage books are in daily use.

A ErubaFootball and volleyball squads are lookir
ADAM & HELEN EIELDER forward to matches against other local schools
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Evaluation ofAlioceSignrlanguage Workshops
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training school accessible and affordable for
local deaf.

A Helping Maria, Jerome and Laurence prepare
their exams and settle in with their hosts

A Meeting family , friends and partners in the UK
to exchange news and recharge ourselves.

A Organising our 2010/11 flights to Uganda

fielder34@hotmail.co.uk A
www.deafconnections.blogspot.com
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DEAF CONNECTIONS
THENEED: Isolated deaf people in NW Uganda
need tools to communicate, learn, earn and participate
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OUR VISION to brlng |solated deaf people to see themselves
as God's workmanship, beloved children and-aorkers

OUR MISSION: to develop partnerships to provide :
- Signrlanguage workshops, sport®aching and competition
- opportunities for vocational/leadership training & income generati

OUR GOALSDeaf people, formerly isolated who:
- are safer, healthier, enjoy life more and achieve more.
- participate more fully in their family and community
- are able to spread hope themselves to others..



Upside down: ThirdAliocesignlanguage workshop

Our visits toAlioce(pronouncedAliochg, are something
that | half dread doing but afterwards feel a great sense
purpose in what | have done. Today was no exception. M
joined ustoday. As the80 local deaf arrived from all
directions witha family member over the first houhe
signing deaf youth from St Philligsen paired off with them
andstarted teaching themTwo deaf youtthave even asked
for copies othe sign sheets to share with their families.

| worked with a lovely young boy who had walked 2 miles to the session and he v
alone because his mum was nursing. He like so many was a quick |daereiwas
Interrupted by a rather anxious Revd. Solomon who thrust the hand of a profound
deaf and blind timid boy into mine. His head was bowed and he clearly felt very
awkward. His mother trailed behind. She also had a hesitant air about her.

Suddenly | was out of my depth. | could see no way forward on my own with this |
Ina panic | turned to Revd Allen for a solution. He was teaching a deaf adult but |
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receiveda knowing smile and nod. Half an hour later the boy was accepting hand
contact to his palms, hands and face and then | glimpsed him doing the sign for f
am still amazed and encouraged by his progresstlatdmum wasgetting involved.
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Tears of appreciation at the end of the thirlioceworkshop session
All Adam did was to ask all the parents of deaf children to come forward and put"
fingersovertheir ears so that their hearing was impaired. He then got one of the
parents to give some simple instructions like; turn around or sit down. After this

exercise | found three of them crying but all they could do was to show signs of

appreciation. Their worlds had been turned upside down, they had started to ider
with their deaf child in a new and loving way.

Drama fun and games was all part of the afternoon and Revd Allen closed with
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They then pointed me to one deaf youth, Ade
¥ (below) engrossed in one of the books. He w
so grateful. His signing was clearer than a we
ago! Amazing.
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Passing children taught by local deaf,

as they crowd around sign display
Then, as the staff helped me complete a window displa
some passing school children rushed over to examine t
They enjoyed trying the signs and initial shyness quickly
way to trying something new.
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On what must have been a divine cue, Adam and another
deaf adult, ,(right) appeared from nowhere to give a fluent
sign demonstration that transfixed the children. | have

replayed that special moment in my mind many times. We
have now enabled Adam to learn to build two afternoons/ wk



ErubaFootball Squad

are looking forward to a series of matches against other local schools betlienng
of next term. The football squad is made up of two mixed hearing & deaf teams.
son Laurence, has enjoyed getting involved too.



